
Upon receipt of your second correspondence this morning, I am immediately 
writing you, that you may expect me not later than noon August 7, as per your re- 
quest. I shall be prepared to remain through the eighth. 

Further than this I do hope that we can (you and I) have some serious talk as 
to means of keeping the initiative in this struggle. It appears that the Southern 
counter-offensive has all but stymied our progressive attacks upon Fortress Seg- 
regation. I would certainly hope that we would never be found fighting as our en- 
emies expect; that is, as they plan for us to fight. And I fervently pray that most of 
all, we shall never be found fearing to begin. It is my conviction that it is our duty 
and right to move courageously against Segregation: to attack it rather than wait- 
ing to defend ourselves; it is the problem of others to defend it if they can.3 

Believing ours to be as just and Holy as any cause ever fought for, I am ready to 
give my all in this struggle. 

Always yours, 
[signed] 
F. L. Shuttlesworth 

5 Aug 
1957 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: Box 7 I A. 

3. On 6 March 1957, Shutdesworth and his wife, Ruby, challenged Birmingham’s segregation stat- 
utes by sitting in the “whites only” section of the Birmingham train station. They were soon joined by 
white steelworker and minister Lamar Weaver, who was attacked by a mob after he was forced to leave 
the terminal for not holding a valid ticket. Police officers, however, did keep the mob away from the 
Shuttlesworths inside the train station (“Birmingham Incident Told Senate Unit,” Montgomery Adver- 
tiser, g March 1957). For more on Shuttlesworth’s activities in Birmingham, see King to James W. Mor- 
gan, 15 July 1958, pp. 450-453 in thisvolume. 

To Leila M. Barlow 

5 August ‘957 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

This testimonial letter was included in a bound volume presented to long- time Dexter 
d e r  Barlow at a 6 August program honoring her thirty-two years of service to 
Alabama State College.’ In  her memoir, Across the Years, Barlow praised her pastor 

1. J. Garrick Hardy of Alabama State solicited King’s letter (Hardy to King, 2 5  July 1957). Leila 
Mae Barlow ( 189 1-1 982), born in Americus, Georgia, earned a B.A. ( I g 14) from Spelman College 
and an M.A. (193 I )  from the University of Wisconsin. Before joining the faculty at Alabama State in 
1924, BarlowtaughtEnglishatMorrisCollegein Sumter, SouthCarolina (1g14-1918), a n d a t h e r i -  
cus Institute, a private black high school in Americus, Georgia ( i g 1 8 - 1 g q ) .  Barlow was the first pres- 
ident of the Montgomery chapter of the National Council of Negro Women and served as superin- 
tendent of the adult Sunday school at Dexter while King was pastor. 241 

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Papers Project 



5 *ug 
‘957 

fw teaching his congregation “that non-cooperation with evil is as much a moral duty 
as cooperation with good. ”2 She also credited King with broadening her understanding 
of why Christians must stand against segregation. As she put it: “I had always opposed 
it [segregation] but had not directed my thinking entirely to a ChristianS viewpoint. ’I 

Miss Leila M. Barlow 
The Alabama State College 
Montgomery 1, Alabama 

Dear Miss Barlow: 

I would just like to join your many friends in congratulating you upon retire- 
ment from a great and noble career. As you retire from your many duties at Al- 
abama State College we are cognizant of the fact that this community will sustain 
a great loss. But we will not be so selfish as to forget that your retiring at this time 
is something that you so richly merit on the basis of the lasting contribution that 
you have made to the community. Hundreds and thousands of students have 
been inspired by your wise and challenging teaching and they have been sent 
forth into the world to keep the light of truth and goodness shining. 

As your pastor, I can truly say that it has been a deep joy working with you. By 
all standards of measurements, you have proven to be one of the most devoted 
and loyal members of our church. You have always responded to the call of duty. 
Your love for Alabama State and Dexter Avenue Baptist Church will be an inspi- 
ration to generations yet unborn. May God’s richest blessing be with you as you 
go forth into this new and creative phase of your life. I am sure your life will be 
packed with meaning and joyous living. 

I am happy to thank you for your contribution to the church, to the college and 
to the community. 

Sincerely yours, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Minister 

MLKmlb 

TLc. MLKP-MBU: BOX 1 3A. 

2. Barlow, Across the Years (Montgomery, Ala.: Paragon Press, 1959), pp. 53-54. 
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